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SENATE.
TAE COMPFROMISE MEASURLKS,
The Senate procee ted 1o the cousideration of the fol-
lowing resolution :

A resolution declaring (ke mensures ol adjustment 1o be
definitive | wi ol the guest| growing out of do-
westio slavery
Be it enacred, Tunat the sorios of measares embraced in

the mets entitled “An net proposing to the State of 'r.,_g“
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fate of 1he bill referred

Some of those gentlemen, | know, gave their iworal sup.
port to the bill; but | state the fact 1HaL it was wot uniil
the bill had gone 1o the country, and oblained its layora-
ble jud as 1 ppose, (Lat some gentlemen be-
came its open advocates. So m:zh for that,
Now for anoth plaint and charge which the hon-
oarble senator has made, which may apply to mysel/—
that is, denying the President power 1o enforce the law.
eg 1o bring to the attention ol the Senale the
which | submitted in relation 1o the President’s message,
calling for additional legislation to enable him to enforce
the fugitive slave law.
~Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. | thought that ' was dis-
tinetly understood bi the wlw!EISumuu in stating that 1

the establishment of her northern and western b
ihe relipguishment Ly the said Siare of all territory clalmed
by hier exterior w sald boundaries, aod of sl her claimas

d no o 1o the b in connexion
with this matter. | recollected his report, and | bave
ud oceasion 10 read it in my own Stale in language of

upin the Unlted Siates, and 1o esumblish u il wov
eroment lor New Mexico,” approved September 9, nk‘% i
“An met tor the admission of the State of Calilordin intg
the Unlon,” spproved September 9, 1850 An uet (o es-
tabitish w territonnl government for Urnh." lppm\fed Sep-
wember & 18505 * A et w { nnd sapy ry 1o
an et entitled * Aa as respecting igitives from justices
und persons esenping from the service of thoir masiers,” W
(approved Felirnary 12, 1783,) approved September 18,
]ﬂ&); und **An wel W suppess the slave trade in the Dis-
wiet of Columbin,” appruved September 20, 183 —com-
monly known as the ** Comnpromise Aots” —ure, in the |
ment of thls body, entitled 1w be recognised as & deflnitive
wdj t wnd | t ol the distracting guestions
prowing cut of the system ol domestic siavery, and ns sueh
inat said measures shoukl be nequivsced in and taithfully
vbserved by all guod citizgens.

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, | am veri; sorry that
this debate has been lmrmdod. because what I would
bLave said last week would have been said in u very few
words, and distinctly in reference 10 the topie belore me.
To resume and continue the debate now will not obviate
the incidental injustice to mlyutf and others, nocasioned
by so long & suspension. went into the debate lust
N nmh{ﬂ morning unexpectedly—that is to say, I spoke
from information scquired only the day before. [ had
not seen any of the notices in e newspapera of the hon-
orable senator's resolution. [ had not learned that they
had been proposed in the democratic caucus, Although,
in some measure, | might have spoken from information
thus ufumd. my remarks were made mainly (rom views
which 1'took of the subject whilst hearing the honorable
senator trom Mississipp:.

While | denounced hig p) tion as a mode of ratifi-
cation of the compromise 1o which I had been opposed, |
said not one single word, | made not a single allusion 1o
lis own Stale, or 10 himself, except, perhaps, of a politi-
ral character, and that rather hi( implication than by any
distinct expression. He was pleased to say [ come
iito the debate inops concifir. 1 came into it, however,
with nothing like mrlitia precogitata. 1 soon learned
that | was contending with one who was conducting his
movements with the concert and skill of politieal tacti-
cians. But even regarding him as an organ confining
himself to the views and pu # of himself and others,
| might have felt liule inelination or desire to continue
und widen the debate. When, however, the gentleman
enlarged the scope and aim of his remarks, and gave
them such a direction that they could not escape me and
others, and when he allusions under a degree of
excitement and passion lor which 1 was not ed, 1
had no aliernativedlefi but to make a m'ninmp ql‘hey
are allusions and remarks which eannot escape myself in
connexion with the measures he has brought up for rati-

fication, as & representative of the S:ate of South Caroli-
na. He knows as well us any man upon this floor how
plainful it is to me to have anything like an oeeasion to
participate in & debate of this kind. There are incidents |
in our lives which he knows very well make this pain- |
ful 10 me. 1 must, however, discharge my daty, and |

hiope | shall do so in such a manner that, whilst | may |
show to the gentleman that * he who lives ]nnllnl|
house should not throw stones,” | may also endeavor to |
vindicate mysell from some of the allusions and remarks

which were intended 10 reuch me. When | saw the gen-

tleman, with so much deliberation, draw from his quiver

arrows that had been lsid aside for a contest for which |

was not prepared, | confess that [ then looked with sur-

prise a8 well as concern upon the course which the

debate wan likely to 1ake,

If the geotleman hatl satisfied himsell with simply
avowing that be intended 1o put the seal of approbation |
upon the compromise measures, | might not have had
cause to complain so moch. [f he bad contented him.
self with being entirely silent as regards the eifect which |
his resolution would have upon those who opposed it, [ |
might not, perhaps, have been altogether satisfied, but [
would not have taken matenial exceptions. But e went
much further, and not only bestowed applause and com-
mendation upon the cherished promi en,

ut | P

He expresses some opinions in the re-

portin which I do not entirely concur. But 1 was ex-
ceedingly struck with a portion of the language used in
the report, expressing confid in the disposition of the

in f
Execative to pecform his duty faithfully in executing the
powers vested in him on this important subject.

Mr. BUTLER. 1 wish to have the report read, not so
much for any vindiestion of mysell as that the Senate
may undesstand my views. .

e Seeretary read the report as follows :

*la sabmimting my views on the message of tho Presi-
dent, referred 1o the mih:iu]f Committee, |1 ls not my poar-
Ew o express my disseat from the geneml and nnguali-

ot conelusion of the majority of the commitwe, to wit : thut

it s unnecessary ot this time, by further legislation, o give

the Presicent piwer over the militia and military torees of
the government, for the parpose of suppressing insurree-
:iclll and combinations 10 nLﬂruul the execution of the
aw,

“There are some subjects ol the messnge presented o
the deration of Congress, and which nddress them-
selves specially o the considerstion of the commitee,
upen which 1feel it a duty 1o expreds an opinion, lest
by silence there might be u tacit recognition of one of the
assumptions and an approbstion of some of the recom-
mendations of the message
« ** Previously to the nct of 1807, it seems 1o have been the
imptied nnderstandiog of all the depaitments of the govern-
ment that the President was confised to the militia * 10 sup-
press insurrections against the Sinte government and o
-auppuu comwbivations sguinst the laws of the United

tates.’

“The nct of 1783 indicatea the oceasions aud prescribes
the manyer in which the militin shall be called ont and
employed, The President cannot order out the militia to
sappress insurrection against the S government, with-
out being called on 1o do so by the legislutive or executive
nuthority of the Siste coneerned.

* Tosuppress combinations against the laws of the Uniwed
States, it is thedduty ol the President to judge of the ocen-
sion for calling out the militia,  On a'l oceasions for calling
out and employing the militia, it was inade the duty, by
the sct referred to, to issue his proclamation as w previouy
wurning 1o the employment of (irce.

“'This proviston was fonnded (o nsage, and has had the
sanction of time, trial, and experience. 1t is but the warn-
ing voieon of & forbearing government. Thers might be
some occasions when the interval berween such warning
nnd the acturl employment of force might be of some dura-
tion.  Other occasions might be such us 1w require the foree
1o follow in quick succession to the warning of & proclama-
von. The order 1o call out the militia and tbe proclama-
tion might emanate at the same time.

“Tt seams to have besn in contemplation by the wet of
1785 to put at the disposul of the President u guasi military

wese comitaius of eitizen soldiers, to maintwin the domin-
on of the laws, in which they bad the interest of citizens
It was to make use of one ¢lass of citizens 0 bring another
1o u rense of justice and & proper subimission to the law.
approve its wisdom. An insurrection would be muoh
mors #asily quelled by the army of neighbors and feilow-
oltizens than Ly the employment of o tained and organ-
i1zed nrmy, whose only influence would be the smployment
ol loree. An overwhelming loree might be employed in
the first case, whilst the other might on'y be strong eoough
to provoks cullision and end in blood btever might Le
the views ol our ancesiwors, (Cis eortin that nonl 1507 the
militiu was the ouly force pat at the disposal of the Presi-
dent 1o snppeess insnrrociion, dao.

* The nct ol 1807 is in these words : * That in casas of
insarrection ar obstruetion to the laws, either of the United
States, or of any individual Siare or Terchiory, whers it i«
lawlul for the President of the United Stutes o onll farth
the militia for suppressing suoh insureecion, or enising
ihe laws 0 be doly exscuted, it shall be lnwinl jor him 1o
vunploy tor the smine purpose such part of the land nod
naval toice ns shall be necessary, having first wbserved all
the preveguisicen of the luw in that respect.”

8o tar s it rogards the employment of the army and
naval foree, the Presideat maintains that he s subjeer o
no preceguisties ol the act referred 0, but thae they
are absciutely at his command for the purpoies lodi-
cated L

“ The words of the President aret ‘Congress, not probas
Lly adveriing to the difference between the militia and the
regular army by the nct of Maich 8, 1807, auiborized the
lent to use the lapd and naval forces of the United

turned round and fired on the camp of his former com- |
mdes. My duty 1o that camp, deseried as it has been,
requires me to vindicate i1s histo and the sonduct of
itiose who are connected with it.  Under the cover of the
prn%oum now before the Senate, there seems to bea
double aim—1o make a new platiorm for the security of
wme, snd 1o expose others who are not willing 10 be
joreed from their original ition ; and this, too, in a
manner anprecedented in the legisiative history of this |
rountry or any other. [1is a mode of ratification of what |
" a4 R popular measure by cerrain politicians— |
of course not so much for their own advantage as for the
good of the whole country—not 1o gin ap ta party what
s meant for mankind. | may takea diflerent view of |
the matter, Instead of quieting agitation and l’tﬂmlnil
harmony, this proceeding will sow the seeds of discord |
among \howe w& have & common iuterest to defend the |
rights of the Siates, expecially the soushern States, which |
are alone in danger, and which must be doomed if their
irue friends sufler party organizations to divide and de.
wtoy them. This measure is to be an ark for the elect
of thie land 1o be saved from the great delage that may be
coming over ux. | sappose politizians will go into 11 by
pairs, of different kinds, 1o make an improvement by
amalgamation—as Mr. Barke said of a similar class, sl
Mosaie work, ** here a black piece. and there a red one,”
ue The benevolent plan is to put to the sword all who
ate 10 be excluded Trom the ark, or who cannot be admit- |
ied 010 1t by & party passport ] |
| know that the honorable senator saul that his resolu- |
ton origioated in an !nlm;ed patriatism, having no rel-
erence 1o party tastice, Nir, | have always remarked, |
that when jatriotism becomes 8o diflased and enlarged, it
comes rather weaker than stronger. | dul not know
what the honorable senator was aiming at ; but, as | saud
then, | knew what the eflect would be, Now, before |
sllude to or notice some remarks which specially claim
wy attention, | will dispose, by way of explanation, of
some of the charges, or complaints perbaps [ should say,
which he made mganst those who had rhar're of 1he
fuginve-slave bill. He intimated that they did not do
their duty 1o if.  Perhaps the charge was not made so |
sitongly s to accuse them of bad faith in relation o a1,
hat it was something like it. .
Mr. FOOTE, insissippi, | expressly disclaimed it.
Mr. BUTLER.  The Jnrn was (hat they had not
broaght forwand the bill with that prompiness, and nrged
it upon the deration ol the S with the energy
which the oceasion, in the opiaioa of ihe gentl and
some of hin special (riends, called for. | made an ex-
planation in relerence 1o the bill once before. 11 was at |
the nist session of the last Congress called op at an early
day, and | made my speech upoa it as the chairman of
the commutiee , and my loend from Vieginia [Mr Ma
sow) had also made u speech u i, when the late sen-
ator from New Jerssy [Me
the whale discuasion was sospended 10 give the senalor
from Kenturky, not now in his seal, PM:. Crav,] an
an oF bringing hqlma the Senate his measures
ol e ine,  Noobjection was then mude to letn
the bill drop for awhile ; but betore the Cl)mmllle!m
Thirteen had matured and disposed of their work, |
B the saggestion was made 1o bring up the fa-
wiveslave bl as a separate measure.  Perhaps it
wan intended 1o make it w test in wdvance. Some ol
us who had charge of the bill might not have been in
clined to yield too readily 1o the soggestions of those in
whose course of policy we dul not exactly agree, of there
may have been a lur ditference of apimion as to the
mode of usng the fogitive-siave bl Bul when
the bill was brought wp onder (he suggestion of
the honorable gentloman, and with the understand.
g that his northern frends and allies would sup-
port i, how many ol them voled for 1! The two
gentlemen from lowa [Messie Dunex and Jpses) voted
tor the bill, and the hooorable geotleman from Pennsyl

vania, no longer & member of this body, (Mr. Stue-
agon,] voted for the bill. The honorable gentleman
Irom Yok, [Mr. Dickivson,] nolonger here, woun

Lave voted for it, and explained at ihe tine the reasons
why he did not, baving paiced off with his colleague.
There were but three northern senators who voted for it

Let the eountry undersiand now, for the first ime, if it
never has been undersiood before, why honorable gen.
tlemen from the North, who are now so vehement upon
the subject of thess compromises, did not vole on that
bill !Il!lﬂ' for or against 1t When the compromise meas-
ures bave swam o the shore, thera are some willing to

r L bie bodies of men withoat warni
g by g e -[h:!in; ;hl riot act read to them atall.
1 recollect that under the inflnence

wal which was made by the

t, it inm mign
. :3:::;&\% .”I ra-i

Siates for the smme purposes for whieh he might eall foreh
the militia, and sbioer to the same proclamation Bt the
power of the President under the constiwilion, as com
mander of the army snd navy o general, wnd iy duly w0
swe the laws execnted, are general and positive ; and the act
ol 1807 ought not 10 be constroed ss eviucing nny disposi-
tion (o Congress tolimit or restrain any of his constitutional
muthority.

by "l‘hnvianpcrl of which s, that the President may use the
army and oavy as he may think proper under the plen-
irnde of bis constitutionsl muthorily, and that he is not
constratned Ly the aet of 1807, nor can he be restrain-
ed by aay wet of Usogress. Being ex oficio commander,
e can nse the army in sappressing insarreations in & man-
ner dierent from that in wileh be is required 0 use the
miiitia
For the specific and sometmes delicate parposes [ndi-
eated, | think Gongress ias the direction of the President
Whens actually In command for repelling invasion or for
any other puarpase, he must exercise his own judgment
wuder his constitationnl disoretion. In sentence | deny
that the Prasidont has a right toemploy ihe army and navy
for suppressing lusarrection, See., withunt observing 1Le
same prerequisites presoribed for him in ealling vat the mi.
litha for the shme purpose

“His mmmmrm hiv message s, that he shall bave a
right to employ the militis, ms be coulends be has o right
winde gilia gonstitution w employ the regular uiliary foroe—
that is, withoot notice of & prociamation, | do wot think
e i the right to eall our the military foree of the govern
ment without ob erviag the prereqoisites of the sot of 1785,
and | am unwilling o glve him such power in esll.ng oot
the militia, 1 would regard it as & fearfally momenions
osenslon 1o see the army ealled ourt (o shoot down insae-
gents withoat notiee or proclam aion &

** The truth s, It mast ba .m‘_\nlui as a slgnificant omen
of the times o be told thet & marshal, snder his plenary
power to eall oul the potss Comitalng, CRAONOL EXEC e 0O
siitutionn! lwws without resort to force, and that to be exe-
cnted with a promptness of cxecutive will.

" Igetioe and the opoasion redaire me to say that 1 do not
bielievet the power contended 10r woukd be abased by the
presant Exeontive. The precedent lor the dirseton of &
inild and jost Prosident may be the rod of power lor & mili

Tyt YA T BUTLER
“ Fanmuany 38, 1851 "
M BUTLER. Mt [

materially difler from the report ol the majority.

seen il mrrerled 1o by the newspapers, and generally, |

think, the report has been approved. 111 had been in-

fluenced by leelings of sectional resentment, I might
have been tempted 10 yield 10 the President’s demands.

The import of his messsge was, that he shoald be al.

lowed not only 10 use the regular army, without procla-

mation, in putting down insurrections and bodies of men
wo formidable o he overcome by the ordinary posse com-
satus of the country, but he required that there should be
an armed militia st e dl;‘pn.-llli of dhu ml;'u'heu}!.mwlﬁh

1 balls, who should put down those formida.
bayonets and : W o
did not agree 10

Prosident, this report did not

any sych saggesiion,
of 1he highly eloquent T
honorable n.!l;mu;r L{'mm mmnk'{:'[
in his seat, this body was prepus
and to adopt almost any suggestion, I recolleeted, how.
ever, that what might be urged as the precedent ol to.
day might be the prescription of 1o-marrow, and the same
mcnpru which wounld prevail il
i heen nasented to in this case might be
bitrary tyrant.
¥ 1 lmd{ :m allusion 1o the precedent na a means 1o over-
come the liberties and institutions of the countr sy
now, that il the fugitive-sglave law in 1o be en orced by
tha bayonet—by an armed posse comitaius, put at the dis.
1 of the Executive—it s an evidente that it is a law
which will not be enforeed at all. T believe that it will
not—1 believe that it has not heen enforeed.  And in this
republie, when it ia necessary that the hayonet should be
asad instead of voluniary submission to the dominion of
the law hy the citizens themselves, or by the ordinary
force which ean be evoked on the ogcasion o carry il
ifieant omen, and indieative of the
of these riots and these combina.

Mr Cray,) not now

ahueed by any

lions beh;- nounced as treason,
the time that they w
tramaon Against the

in the courts, The charheter of sneh meedings will de-

nd more on the testimony of witnesses than the touth
acts, and no anthority ean ow wich
have n great many rh
and if the sdveriisemants

stretch out the hand of aid, but were unwilling to ran
lh: I:u:‘rld of the flood when it was uncertain as fo the

to. Did they avoid that vote !
were they absent by seeident \l!hon yu:: vole Wl:l:lklllo r!

report

almost for any law,

[ his recommendation

| did not believe at

I be constened mo as 1o amoonl o
nl.ll.niud rmmrn. W hatever might be
their real character, such woakl not be their complexion

ol
We
ations in this 5 ¥
which go eut from here were 10
indicate anything like the truth, there would be very lit-

te difficulty in carrying out (he progisions of the cansti-

tutien. But the constitution is a dead letter, United
States courts have no jurisdiction over the subject, for it
i8 not reganded as treason. It is referred o 1he Siate
courts,  What will be the result * The State courts take
Jurisdiction of this resistance of the fugitive-slave law as
of an ordinary riot or murder. Who are 1o decide upon

the crime ¢ ury composed, perhaps, of thoss who
mpathize willlx 1l¥n reon ol mut, Who is 1o award
the punishment ? e judge who, perhaps, entertaing

the same .f“'l"‘r' and indulges in the same sympathies
Ox, if a tribunal could be foand—which I never expect 1o
see—slern enough, in debiance of public opinion, 10 do
Justice, under the sanetion of an oath, 1o the oblig}:tlum
of the constitution, the sentence would be remitted hy the
execulive ol almost any one of the non-slaveholding
States.

Gentlemen frelch to me eternally that this fugitive-
slave law will be executed, when every newspaper
brings a refutation of the assertion, Have we not ar.
rived at un eventful period in the history of the coantry ?
When [ see that, by combinations, by contrivances, hy
egislative enactments, one of tie solemn articles of the
constitution—lor the fugitive-slave law is nothing but an
affirmation and recognition of the constitution—is not
only violated, but even put under the ban of the pulpn,
let 1huf¢nllam not tell me that we are to put bayonets
at the disposal of an Execuative 10 enloree noy such law,
Let the iullmu not lay that flattering unction to his
soul. I'know that the people may be addressed, and that
parties may make excusss and patched-up platforms, for
the purpose of concealing the trath from the public mind;

but it cannot be doue. .

Mr. FOOTE, of Mmialiilp:. Lest [ should have mis-
undersiood the gentleman, | will ask him whether we are
to understand hLim as just now announcing the opinion
that armed opposition on the part of citizens ol & country
for the purpose of nrmling;the execution of the fugitive-
slave law would not amount to treason ?

Mr, BUTLER. 1 said no such thing. [ know the
diflerence between riot and treason. It would be treason
to levy war against the United States; il there had beena
concerted movement of a public kind to defeat the execu-
tion of the law or of the conatitution, it would amount
to treason. But these riots which break out auddenly for
a privale end—the release of a fugitive slave from his
master—would be construed to amount 1o mere riot, and
would not be held to be trenson. And 1 said, too, thatif a
judge would award proper punishment the governor of
the State would remit it. -

Mr. BRODHEAD. Not in Pennsylvania,

Me. BUILER. [ have a right to appeal to the Senate
upon another subject in connexion with this. The sena-
tor from Mississippi vehemently urges the necessity of
having statutory or legislative enactments {or the ratiica-
tion of this Compromise. He may take either one of the
horns of the dilemma. The gentleman was either op-
posed to some of the points of the Compromise when they
were under consideration, or he was in favor of them.
do not care which he takes. I he saya he was opposed
10 some one of the propositions involved in the Compro-
mise, he must allow me 1o take his authority ; and if, on
that occasion, he denounced and was opposed toit, |
have a right at least to expect from him some indulgence
toward those who agreed with him on that occasion.
If, on the ;:pnlrnrz. the Jﬂltlermm was in favor of
the compromises, he surely will nol take the posi-
tion that he was * rowing one way and looking
another"—that be gave us his voice by a simple
monosyllable of aye or na, when he gave his heart and
hand fo those who were forcing the measure on, He
must lake one or the other  He cannot escape it. He
was either opposed to the admission of Calitornia, and
upposed 10 the abolition of the slave trade in the Distriet of
Colambia, or he was in favor of those (wo measures :
for, us regards the [ugitive-slave luw, of which so much
Lias been saul, it was not & part of the original Compro-
mise. | take it that the record mustspeak upon the sub-
ject,  Here are his votes ; and how does the

stund in the parliomentary mirtor & He sumP-' opposed

this countiry
nounced executive nterlerence for the procurement of
the admission of California. | need not go through all
the gentleman's speeches in support ol this view, be-
cause lha" wre oo vanous; but [ wish to go throogh this
taurl
milizd under circumatances under which no other State
had bees admitted—in violation of all precedent ; and in
ihe next breath he says, why do the encimes of the Com -
promise denounce this measure 7 He nndertakes to vin-
dicate California, and say that she came into the Union
just like any other State. At another time he admiited
that she came in in violation of all precedent, and at the
next moment he says she was admitted 10 the same man-
ner ap any other Stale was admitted into the Union.
Allow me to say that, although California has been ad-
mitted against my judgment, and in opposition to my will
and vote, | have met her representatives here with all re.
spect and kiodness, and entertain for them entire [nend-
ship. 1 urged the constitutional objection ns well as |
could in the speeches made at the time, with greal respect
and delerence 10 those who diflered [rom me, do not
intend to repeat them.  Whatever may have heen the op-

ferently from the intention—the doctrine was proclaimed
before bier admission, and some of those wha voled for
it assumed to do so on the ground that pot another slave
State should be admitted into this Union.  Mr. Webster,
with all his annotations and commentaties, has put it
forth in that form. The doctrine was avowed, and io-
tended 1o be established by the precedent, that no other
slave State should golluu‘ the political association ol his
confederacy ; and the doctrine, il not avowed, was prac-
tically maiutnined that the slave Siates of this Union
| were not in a political point of view equal to the non-
| slaveholding States, believe the honorable senator lins
| exhibited many evidences of a mind sensitive to the
| honor of hus State.  Will he tell me that when these doc
| trines were announced and prociaimed [ was to submit to
| & system by which war was to be made upon the institu-

| resent? [ opposed it on this ground, and 1 believe the
| honorable senator did the same. Submit 1o Inequality !
| Submit that my posterity shall not be rl!
| eligitulity with the sons of the honorab
| New York, [Mr, Sxwanp '] Would [ consent 1o the po-
| litieal dis{ranchisement of my own ehildien ! Yet such
| were the doetrines ayowed, and such was the belel en-
tertaine us to the operation of that measure. | believe
| that gentiemen who entertain views ol this kind will be
mgnlﬁly disagpointed. | hope so, at least .

| the institution will eontinue to go South and West, and
| California will take it as pecaliarly snited to ber condi-
tian,

Now, let me ask the honorable senalor a question,
whieh | expect him 1o answer—and | hape he will an-
awer il without the least hesitalion—suppose o proposi.
tion wers 1o come up to-morrow 1o divide Caiifornia,
with the undersianding that one portion should be a
slave State, or that both should be slave Sttes: would he
vole for it ! ; \

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. 1 will answer hy citing
| past history, if the gentleman will allow me intro-
| oced two propositions on the subject mysell while this
matter was pendiog, for neither of which, according to
my recollection, | had the gentleman’s support, or that of
his political associates in this body. Oo the eontrary,
both of those propositions received the flercest denuncia-
tion from that quarter. When the proposition to admit
California was pending, [ movel toamend the hill so that
California should be hereafter, with her content, so divi-
ded a8 you, Mr. President, had previously trn:‘mi shie
should be. Upon consuliation with you, [Me, Kixa 1
took the line which s proposed in the amendment, for
the reasons you stated. \ did not get the support 1 anti-
cipated ; ani | will be prepared to show herealter from
the printed cobates what reasons were given by honora.
ble gentlemen for not voting for that very proposition, 1
subsequently introduced another progosition, that Cali-
forma should be, with her consent, divided by that line
and that a territoriml government should be esnblishe
wouth of it.  The objection then of certain gentlemen who
called thamselves, par excellence, Stafe-rights men, was
the supposition that they imagined my smendment 1o
convey, that California, not yet admiited, in their jodg-
ment, validly into the Union, should be treated with so
much respect as 1o have her consent to the teritarink eur-
ailment asked.  That also was voted down,  Whenever
any gentleman introduces a proposition hera tn divide
Californin, with her consent, by the line of 3G deg. 30
min,, or 45 deg. 30 min., treating her in all these relrtls
as a sovereign State, 1 shall vote for it,and some of those
who will vote for it in connexion with me will vote in &
manner wholly repugnant to their tormer feelings. l

 BUTLER., Then the senator admits that, while
ha,iri u";u make the Compromiae immutable, bie s per-
featly willing to change it when it suite him. That isa
“hinality of a totlity.” £ e

Mr. FOOTF. 1 should vote for that proposition in the
same way that | shoull vote for a pr tion 1o aller the
honndary lines of any other State in the Union al her re-
quest, | would not voue for that sooner than a proposi-
tion 1o divide Texas or Naw York, il those States desire
anew State 10 be formed within theit limita, While |
hold the Compromise to be a definitive settlement, | do

|

]

entleman |

to the admizsion of Calitorni, upon the ground that it
wis i piecedent nol 1o be found b the political Lisiory of |
I L remember atight, at one time he de- | |llnx|1{

The gentleman said that Califormia bad been ad. I
|

eration of that measure—and | think 1 may operate dil- |

For | belisve |

not hold it 10 ke above the constitution, and the consti-
tution expressly gives Coogress the power of admitting
new States.  Now, perhaps the gentleman is entitled to
the wiumph which he elaims

Mr. BUTLER [ claimno trinmph. The gentleman’s
own eXplunation shows where he considera the triumph
is hile he insists on these compromise laws being
like unto the laws of the Medes and Persians, so perfect
as not 1o be changed, yet he admity there are contingen-
cies o which they may be chunged. That is what [ in-
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Mr. FOOTE. 1| understand my duty as well as the
Chair ean inform me.
Me BUTLER. I am inelined to think that injustice

lias been done, perhiaps unintentionally, o my late distin-
kuished colleague ; and perbaps some newspaper corres
pondents inay make out of it something tribitary 1o the
state of the public mind. | think, bowever, that the book
is notin danger from such commentaries, or any that can
be made wpon it by ihe senalor. They will not add to
nortake from its werits. They may, it is true, make

tended 10 say, 1t'is so wise now that he does not ch
to let anybody consult the progressive improvements and
sUgeestions of time; but he wishes to stitch down and
pin everybody else 10 his propositions, upon the ground
that the Procrustean bed, whetber shorter or longer, 18
the ouly true mensure for the c.oumrx. 1 shall put an-
other praposition o the gentleman, and shall expeet him
o unswer that (oo,

Mr. FOOTE, I will answer as muny as the gentle-
man chooses 1o put to me, il he will only allow me an
opportunity of unswering them fully. Some gentlemen
never Buswer any gquestions | put o them, but I chal-

1 wish toask him a question, and I do not wish n disqui-
sition in reply, | observe that the Mississippi convention
hiave resolved that there is no other remedy lor ubuse of
the constitution but revolutionary resistance ; that there
is no tightin any one of the a of the confed

to resist the government and form a new government ex-
cept they incur the penalties of treason and rebellion
against the federal constitution. The gentleman has
chosen to_denao v in no language, the Siale
of South Carolina. Now, I think he wilrﬁn himself in
a ditemma from which he cannot escape il he answer the
question [ now propound. The Mississippt convention
has said that an interference with slavery in the
States—interlerence with the commerce of rlaves hetween
States—the abolition of slavery within the Distriet of Co-
lumbia—the repeal of the fugitive.glave law—the abo-
lition of alavery in the Territories—wonld constitute a
ground for the dissolution of their connexion with the
federal government; and that for these causes, which
they have assigued, they would dissolve by revolulion-
ary resisl their ion with this government.
Now, the gentleman must be placed in this sitaation ;

lenge the propaunding of questions from rny adversary.
ﬁr. BUTLER. The honorable unnmr?n his speech
referied 1o the ions of the Missi i convention.

a P for the time, "opon superiicial minds,
who look not into the book itself; but those who ure
capable of appreciating it, and seek after the truth, will
read for themselves, and form an mlifhtmml anid hooest
jtulgunul‘_ It is not true, as the honorable senator bins said,
that Mr. Calhoun thought thee should be two Executives
with the swme powers. He s a historian, and he
knows very well thut there wers two consuls in
Rome, with a tribune 1o control them. By a partition of
power, aud such control of it by the triibunal velo on oe-
casion, the Roman republic moved on with success und
energy. | presume that Mr. Calhonn might very well
have entertained the iden that two Presidents might be
very well—one perhaps having jurisdiction of foreign,
anil the other of domestic affairs, or some such partition
ol duties. [ presume he intended that each should be in-
dependent in his own sphere, and that no law should be
without the concuirence of ., ) am ware
hat such a proposition as that, if ingrafted on the consti-
tation, might E_we itw better operation than it now has
under the combination of interests and numbers. | do not
undertake (o be the expounder of Mr, Calhoun's views,
nordo | say that I am prepared to adopt them, | wm
sure the gentleman has not dene justice to them. 1o
not enter into the views of Mr. Calhoun ; for he never
mentioned the subject o me in his lifetime, and | haye
not yet had an opportunity, and [ regret it, 1o read his
book. | ouly noticed the remark of ithe gentleman, in
jassing, with a view (0 show that in some respects his
interpretation, of the book might not be the interpre.
tion of everybody. There are other minds hesides bis 10
look at the subject ; and whena great. work of the kind
1810 be measured, it must be measured by an enlightened
public uljlu'.mn after full discussion npon the suhjeet.
L. Sir, 1 have touched npon these things with regret.
I'ne senator from Mississippi is in favor of the Compro-
mise ; and he denounces, in no measured terme, ull those

suppose Minsigsippi, for any of (hese y or all of
them, should determine upon quitting this Union, or as-
sume a position in which her connexion could no langer
be continued, and the gentl was called upon to take
sides with Misaissippi or the federal government : which
wonld he prefer ?

Mr. FOOTE. 1shall reply in due senson, if the gen-
tleman will give me an opportanity ; but, in the first
place, | must 1ell him that [ consider it insulting to the
State which | represent here, which has always proved
true to the constitution, to put her in ony such predica-
ment as that described.  Never will the State of Missis-
sippi, in my opinion, be in such a position as to eall on
uny of her sons to make war upon the federal govern-
ment ; and when she shall do mo, | shall cousider the

uestion and decide according to my sense ol propriety.

acknowledge my P my found P for
what [ deem the supreme law ol the land, and those
who do not, in m§ opinion, are traitors wherever found.

Mr. BUTLER ~ Well, then, the n, ina con*

pposed to it; not that, the gentleman seems 10 be gov-
erned by unkind feelings to many embraced in the sweep
of his censure,

Mr. FOOTE. 1 have here, elsewhere, and everywhere,
wherever | have atiempted to speak of the struggle which
oecarred in the two houses of Copgress, in reference to
the questions contaived in the plan of ise, maid,

the bonorable senator, but yielding very much o influ-
ence which his counsels and thoss of others bad.  There-
fore | think such an allusion as he made was entirely un-
necesspry

Me. FOOTE, of Mississippi. | will not now ask the
gentleman to ullow me 1o explain, because | bave inter-
rupted himso ofien,  Yet, if it would make no ditference
to him, L would go on now to explain the attitude of the
State of h’!l”hﬁ_ﬁjup]
“:Ilr. BUTLER. The gentleman is at liberty 1o pro-

Mr. FOOTE. 1 shall explain more fully bereafter. |
wish now simply to protest against what the gentleman
bas said in regurd (o the courss and attitude of the State
of Mississippi. [t istrue | signed the Southern Address ;
and I now approve every word contained therein, It is
true, 1 did forwaed a letier from Mr, Calhoun to my owu
State which proposed the holding of the Nashville Con-
vention, und which marked out, 1o some extent, the then
expecled modus operande of that body, It is true, also,
us | buve heretolore asserted, that not one single word is
contained in that Southern Addiess, or in Mr, Calboun's
letter, which recommends secession, or intimates that
there shoull be any winewd wihe ¢ i The
State of Mississippi was willing 1o meet, in a proper
manner and a truly patriotic spint, the citizens of the rest
of the slavebolding States of this Union in the Nashville
G 1 for the purpose ol Iraternsl jon, in
regard to the means most proper to be audopted for guard-
ing against certuin dangers with which we were then
menaced—one of which was the abolition of slavery in
the District of Columbia ; another of which was the al-
tempt to impose the Wilmot proviso. | will not reiterate
all the measures with which we bad been then menaced
lor some years, and 1o which the Southern Address, in
the most solemn manner, called the attention of the
Sonth—1to guard against which the State of Mississippi,
under advice receved from South Carolina, through me,
in the manner | have deseribed, was williog to send del-
egates 10 a Sowthern Convention, [will add, though,
that it was doubtless one of our objecta i this movement
to secure our long withheld right 1o sn efficient con-
gressional enactment, providing for the recapture and
restoration of fugitives from service. But | reiterate
that we did not commit ourselves to secession, nor did we
insist on amending the federal constitation.

1 will say further to the honorable gentleman that the
State of Mississippi, us she waa iuni ed in doing, came
to the conclusion, gravely and deliberately—and I be-
lieve all dispasgionate men will admit that she acted
wisely in % to that 1 that the plan of
compromise effectunlly guarded against every mingle
danger with which 1he South bad been antécedently

uniformly and emphatically, that, so far as the conduct of
und rep ives was 1 in that ftrug-

gle, | had no censures whatever to bestow; nor that |
wished them to be eensured in any shape or form by any
Enmoilc man inthe country. The President of this body
nows what my views on this subject were, for we have
talkked together. All that I have said was, that now,
when these measures have become the law of the land—
now lhat the great experiment of compromise was in
course of trial—I did conceive that it was the duty of all
parties, North and South, to make a fair expeniment of
those measures, and nol to engage in violent agitations
any feaiure of them, | have simply condemned

test between Mississippi und the federal government,
would consider himselt a traitor, if he were to fight
against the federal banner.

Mr. FOOTE. The gentleman may make hia own
commenrnl{: | shiall state my views in full hereafter.

Mr. BUTLER. Mississippi here meant something or
she meant nothing. I these causes were appended lo
the gentleman's resolution, 1 presume he would go for
them or against them. What is the supreme law of the
land of which he speaks? [ say the settled doctrine of
Virginia, North Carolina, South Caroling, aml | believe
ol Georgia and Alabama, would be, that this 18 a conled.
eracy of sovereign States, and not & consolidated govern-
mwent, which hus the exelusive right to decule upon the
duty of its members. | know there are guestions of per-
yand the gentleman might take time 1o consider
[but | know where my allegiance will be in a eontest of
that kmd. | wonld ‘not stop to chop logie on the con-
struction of papers when my hearth and fireside wre in-
vaded wod | am ealled wpon 1o delend them. 11 my blood
is 10 be #pilt in m contest between my State and the fede-
ral government | would not take time 1o deliberate, as the
[ gentleman says he wonld, where my allegiance was due.
| The impulse of my heart, and the dictates of a judgment
llﬂn and deliberntely formed, would mark out my path
Lof duty.

ﬁnn"iher of the topics upon which the senator from
| Missisaippi dwelt : lj!r said he would never eonsent to
| have the eonstitation of the United States amended ; he
|said he wanted no amendment 10 the eonstitnlion of
| Washington. Why, sir, the constitution itself, with the
| wisdom that characterized its ongioal organization, pro.
| vides for amendments, - My deliberate opinion is, that i
amendments had been made 10 answer the exigencies and
ogressive development of this country, we would have
Leen a huppy contederation of republies, under & Union
hiaving satislactory gunraniees for the rights and interests
of all; but, instead of amending it sccording to the
original provision of the constitution, we have now gol
1o @ time when it is declared that it shall never he
amended  And | would say to the gentleman Iunkl‘j‘.
that | ean see no oecasion why he should wish it amend-
el He hax not said that he is in favor of & consolidated
government, but he has maintained that this government
and the constitution, in all the difficulties which may be
involved, may be overcome by compromises—the com-
promises of lgw majority ; and if the gentleman chooses
always 1o act with the majority, he has no oceasion for
amendments

Mr. FOOTE Does the gentleman undertake to charge
me with having said, at any time, that the constitution
of the United States could, in my opinion, be put down
| by compromises ’ :
i Mr. BUTLER. No, sir

Mr. FOOTE. That is the way the gentleman’s rematks

| tions of that section of the country which | in part rej- | will be understood. | stated the other day that one of |

two reasons why | supported the Compromise was, that it
wan not only constitutional in it=elf, but that none of the

ual in political | coastitutional lawyers of this body had attempted 1o make |
e senator from | an elaborate argament to the contrary, when they were |

| ehallenged 1o attempt it

Mre ﬁl"i‘l,lﬂﬂ sy that as long as the majorily can
muke these compromises or give constractions to the con-
stitution, it will not be amended, and the gentleman is
rm]nhat.rall?' a majority man. | did not say that the gen-
tleman world ngree to what he regarded as a rulpulule vio.
lation of the constitution, But | said the ten mr?'ﬂf this
mode of treating the constitution was 1o have these ex-
crescences in the form ol compromises 1o give it & valid-
| ity which it wonld not otherwise bave. | think we ought
1o meet the crisis and provide n remedy.

The gentloman says that | have proposed no amend.
ment, True, | have proposed none, bat there are amend-
menis which | will vote for.  When the federal consti-
tution was under considerntion in Philadelphia, it was
proposed that no measure affecting the regulation of com.
merce of the disbursement of the public money shonld
| pass without a vote of two-thirds; and 1 1ell the genile
| toan that | would now vote for such a provision, I an
| amendment was proposed to afford new guaranters to
the alaveholding intereat, requiring Congress (o give gnv
ernments to Tertitories, without restrictions as to sla-
very, [should vote for it 1f | were 1o consult the secn
tity of this government, | woull vote for amendments
that would give enforceable guarantees to the minority,
and not leave the majority 1o [ritter it away by canstroc.
tion, or deform it by compromises here are niany =al-
| utary amendments that might be proposed

In eonnexion with this sahject—and
aenator tore 10 sorrow than in an, crﬁli wish he had not
thaught proper 1o allude, as he did, with rather a sneer,
1o the book of my late distinguished colleague, nnd to
denounce the proposition eontarned in that book in a way
whieh evidently showed that it was ander the ban of his
censare, | was not prepared for that. 1 have not rend
Mr. Cathoun's hook Ill‘in memary I8 not committed 1o
me ; neither are the works of his great intellect committed
tome. | would not be able to take care of them ; hot
the lenst we could ‘have expected of thoms who often
agreed with and admired that distinraished ndn was,
that we should not assail him before the world and the
Parliament of the nation, where the gentleman himself
hnd 8o tany and seeming kindly associations with

' v
hllI'IL‘Ir. FOOTE. The gentleman does not charge me with
ever having agreed with Mr. Calhoun that the eonstitu-
tion should be amended so as 1o give addimonal const-
ntional gearantees o the South? [ protesied against
that during his life
Me BUTLER 1 4id not say that :

r. FOOTE, What did the gentleman sy !
Mr. BUTLER. 1 said that the gentleman frequently
agreed with, and was u great admirer of, Me. Calhioun.
Me FOOTE, (in his seat,) On some questicos 1did
ree with him, but on most 1 did not. o
'RESIDENT. The conversation mist not go on
inT::t LE: The senator s always st liberty to make
wn explanation, with the e 1ol the gentlemun having
the floor, but he ia not st liberty 1o sit in his chair o
maks comments while the speaket is going on

all altempis at the North, or at the South, at this time, to
break up the Compromise. But | have never undertaken
to condemn any man, or gel of men, for decent, zealous,
patriotic opposition to any of the measures of adjusiment
which they themselves disapproved at the time,  'This s,
and Ill\lfﬂ{l has been, my altitude on that subjeet

Mr. BUTLER. That may be; but the gentleman
knows as well ag any one here that no one bl greater
influence—perhaps | may say that e had uneommon in.
fluence—in getting up the Southern Adidress; he was the
prime mover of it; and | think the gentleman must, 1o
some extent, assume the responsibility of the Naslivilie
Convention, | say that, after the positon wheh tha
gentleman has oceupied, justice, il not generosity, re-
qaives that he should at least look 10 (he motives—which

Iullibe he will—of other persons who are disposed to
stnod up to the propositions which they avowed at the
time in the Southern Addresa, | supposed it was a mat-
ter of historical interest o the gentleman.  And now |
will say here, for the firat tme, what | have heretolore
saul to my (nends, that the Nashville Convention was
inremnlun_ My (nends know that this was iy opinion.

[ there is one gentleman in this hall who has contribu-
ted fuel 1w the fices of southern resistance and indigna-
tion, the honorable senator has fed them as {reely as any
other. | am not now making any accasation aga nst him
for mere chnnge of opinion and position  d have said
nothieg at all, por will | say anything, in relerence to a
| man's course, when he changes it; but when the senator
from Mississippi thought proper to speak of South Caro-
lina, and allnde to her internal contests, the leas!, in my
opinion, thut deheacy or propriety could reguice of him
was 1o forbear unkind allusions 1o her course, and espe-
cially to abstain from availifg of his own change of doe-
trine wnd position 1o give paint 1o those allusions
mass of those who, in Scuth Carolina, were for pattin
lier in advance of what | regarded the positian she lhoulﬁ
oceupy are persons whose motives and designs would
place them beiore the tnbunal of history i & point of
view far above reach of the gentleman's arrow. They
are as high in spirit, as pare in motive, and would be as
brave in action, as any men who ever adorned the o8
of history. | differed from friends in South Carolina ; bat
here | cannot allow that difference 10 prevent my doing
them justice, if they required it at my hands,

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. 1i the honorable genle-
man had read my speech as reported, or il he distinetly
recollected what | said the other day, he would certainly
find bhimsell effectually relieved from the necessity of ma-
king the remarks which he has just made, | stated distinet-

that [ entertained a Inﬁh respect [or the people of the
State of Sonth Caroline. | expressed the high gratitication
which [ felt that ibe real people of Soath Carolina had
| come nobly to the rescue of the honor of the State in the
| contest lately in Erq;rm there between them and certain

demagogues. | hoped that the people there, under the
lead of the honoratle gentleman, and such ns he, would
vanquish the demagogues in that stroggle.  That is what
[ sanl. I did not denounce the legislature of South Caro-
lina. 1 dud not denounce any organized body ol men
| there—legislature or convention.

=3

| them ; but | did denounce, and | shall continue to de-

| nounce, any man, of set of men, in South Caralina who |

| dared 10 urge the peopls of that State 10 attack the forts
| of the United States within ber limila—to make war upon
the general government—and who dared 10 say, pervert
| ing the language of the immortal Hehry, | -ni
iluht." 1 did denounee sueh persons, and nol those who
| were inclined to arm the State for her own defence
against the general government, in the event of an unjust
attack neither mennced nor expected
persons who, as | am prepared to prove by their spoaches,

general government—1o incite the people of South Caro.

| wre the men that | denonnced, sod | am responsibie, here
| anil elsewhere, for the strongest language nsed in decial
{of them, | shall always decry them

| Mr. BUTLER. 1| had not been interruple.
hnve gone on, and stated, perhaps, what the gentleman
could not have taken exception to, so (ar as | am con-

view, hut | must do my duty to others

| Mr. FOOTE 1 the gentlemen chooses 10 defend such
| men, he ean do it
| Mr. BUTLER
| of 1548, proposed nothing bo

| matne thing

The !

1, and secured to her the fugitive-slave law, 10
which she was entitled by the constitution in addition,
together with certain other incidental advaniages, some
of which | endeavored 1o point out the other day. Now
if, in the opinion ol the State of Mississippi, the Compro-
e has operated in a manner 5o comprehensively bene.
ficial, how can it be contended that the State of South
Caroline, when she undertook, witnowt just reason, to
manifest digsatisfaction with the acts of adjustment, and
proposed a seuthern Congress tor the purpose of arraying
the soutbiern States wruinst them, was led into thal atti-
tude by the State of Missssippi ¢ | have heard that said
before, and | have deaied it i:hd the wise monitions of
the purent convention of Mississippi been adopted by the
Nashville Convention, the South would have had no
further trouble. 1 believe this advice would have been
adopted and acted upon, but [or certain intriguing politi-
cians, who atempted, in my opinion, in bad faith—ol
whieh | shall give the proofs hereafter—to wield the ma-
clinery ol the Natonal Convention, goiten up for very
diflerent purposes, for the overthrow of the Union; a very
ingenions plan baving been adopted, under the advice of
certain persona wlio have openly avowed themselves sub-
sequently to have been secret disunionistd in heart and
design at that time in demanding werme of settlement so
extravagant and unreasonable as to make all hope of
their uliinmate adoption aterly absand,

Oune of the leadvrs ol South Carolina, a gentleman
who is reputed 10 be the author of the Nashville Addreas,
declared, as | well recolleet, in a speech delivered in
Charleston immediately after his retara from the Nash-
ville Convention, that he had entertained no expectation
whien (he celebrated demand of 30 deg. 50 min, was made
on the part of the convention that it would be acceded
1o but that be, for many years past, had been tired of
the Union and anxiows o hreak it wp, and expected,
through the agency ol the Nashville Convention, and by
demanding terns ol adjustment which would not be ac.
ceded to by Copgress and the northern States, to aceom-
plish his long-cherished abjeet. This noted avowal, | say,
wis made tn Cliarleston alter the session of the convention
had drawn 10 a close; but that gentleman cannot den
that he hial been guite {.urrmulnr in not declaring su
views and objects in the Nashvitle Convention,  All will
peresive from this siatement that the honorable senator
| Mr. Burien] has entirely misundersiood the true posi-
ton of the Sute of Mississippi, wnd 1 hope not hereafter
10 lisar her accosed of being instigated by any partion of
the extravagant movements of certan factionists in
South Carolinn

Mr. BUTLER. | have only <ald that South Carolina,

me extent, shaped her course according to the plan
ru:rr‘zed out by the Siate of Mississippi.  The senator has
made allusions which cannot be mistaken. | must, there-
{ore, in justice to my colleague, yield the floor 10 allow
him wn opportunily of speaking, although there is much
more which | would have said but for the frequent inter-
ruptions with which the course of my remarks has been
hroken in upon, and the allusions to my colleague, which
it is but justice be should have an llP’N\l'uuil to nolice.

Mr. RHET T then nddressed the Senate.  His speech is
reserved for revision.

to

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

THE COMPROMISE MEASURES,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the special
arder—being the resolution declariog the measures of ad-
justment to be & definitive settiement of the gquestions
growiog out of slavery

Mr. MASON addressed the Senate at some leagth in

{ | have any particu- |
| lar sentiments unfavorable 1o sueh bodies, | withheld |

we muasl |

1 did denounce |

attempted —withoul nny mggreasion on the part of the | shall willingly give way.

| delicate question

1, I should |

entned. | have not said anyihing in & personal point of

South Carolina, in her first resolations |
t eo-operation with the other |
[ may it to the | States, 10 1540, in the mildest terma, she proposed the | gatement, not a speech; for while | occupy a place here
Tn 1830—1 say it upon my responsibility in | jt ja my intention 1o endeavor to make mysell vseful

explanation of the action of the commiliee in relation
W the fugitive-slave bill. He reserves his remarks for
FeEVIRIGD.,
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, Mr

stated yesterday, it would be exceedingly gm'lffm‘ 1o
me 10 obtain an early vote on this resolution. I | eould
be satisfied that the Senate would be now prepared to de-
clde the question involved in the resolution, | lhﬂu[d not
hesitate 10 deeline to address them, maore especially as |
feel that my present physical condition is such asto justi.
Iy & desire on my part not 1o be compelled to go through
|PII‘ labors of the lIl’:!\!lF now in progress, | would say,
in addition, that if there are honomble senators here who
are anxious to be heard upon the question, and who do
not design making any extended address 1o the Senate, |
| mention this becanse a friend
suggested 1o me this morning that he should perhaps

President, a8 |

o fiats attack upon the government. These | deetn it desirable to be heard for a few minules ia expla-
ina toan immediaie o |

wation of the position of his own State in relation to this
1 am willing to give way, or o take
any course which honorable senators may see it to pre-

scribe

Mr. BRODHEAD. If the honorable senator from
Mississippi is not prepared 1o proceed with hin # h,
which [ know will 1ake him some time to deliver, | have
afew remarks to make, in consequence ol an  allusion

| made to my State by the seontor {rom South Carolina,

[(Mr. Ruxrr

M. FOOT
pleasare g
Mr. BRODHEAD. My, President, | design to make a

li. I shall give way to tha gentleman with

this chamber—she called her convention in reference 10 | 4q 4 working man, rather than conspicuous as a speech -

a oourse projected and intimated by the State of Misuis. | maker {
In it jost that any | Caralina respecting the execution of the fugitive-slave

pippi. | cannot be mistaken in that
repronch shoull attach 1o her from a representative of
Missianippi !

There were many things well ealenlated 10 aggravate
the papalar excitement and _indignation at the course of
the general government.  Whilst the people were delib-
erating on their condition, and the course the State shonld
pursae, the administration showed both a want of wis.
dom and decency. For what purpose some troops were
sent tothe forts in Charleston i not distinetly noderstond
The effect was to arm all parves with a determination to
resent the insulting demonstration ; and it was difficall
for her public men 19 restrun exeitement and eontrol
consequences. That movement has left an ahiding im-
piesmea on the publie mind. There wos not the alightest
oeeasion Tor troops ; aod il one drop ol
shed, there would have been n eivil war that would lnve
put the gnestions now in dehate under the arbitrament of
the sword, The gentleman might have found ita dith-
enlt sk 1o have found tnﬂugt constables 10 hang 1he
traitars. He would have been consamed in lm_-lwn
State i he had made a demonstration against Soath
Caraline, The issue would have been far above party
strile of rhietorical display

I eannot go further into this subject, excopl 1o expreas
my opinion that injustice has been done 1o those of Soath

Caroling who hnve attempted (o conform to he sugges
tis of Misgissippi ; not altogether under the connsels of

blowd laad been |

The obscrvations of the gentleman from South

law in Pennsylvania reader it necessary for me ta bring
16 the notice of the Senate the whole trath upon the sub-
jeel.  The gentleman stated, in a very denunciatory tone,
that the foginive slave law had not and wonld not be exe-
ented in any of the northern Stites, cited the Chnstiana
riots in Pennsy lvanin, the recent trial in Philadelphia,
and asserted that not a bairof the heads of tie &}
swould be harmed, awd il they were convieled of offend-
ing against (he laws the governor would pardon them
Now, sir, this statement does the State which | have the
honot in part 1o represent great Illjllﬂhc?.alnd myn an im-
yatation upon her and the public anthorities wlhll:h 1 feel
Lnuml to repel. 10 calls in question the fidelity of that
Sate as & member of tlos conlederacy in & manner en-
urely. waa boinhy e factsg for there ie not n Shate,
old or new, more loyal 1o the eonstitntion and laws, or
mare devotedly attached to the Union.

Mr. Presulent, | undertake to say to the Senate that the
fogitive-slave law hias been executed, nnd will herealtor
be faithiully executed, in the good old Commonwealth of
Pennsy L vanin, winl that if any man (& l:onnr.tliil ol riot o
wny m{ler offence in lf!ll:l‘ﬁfi ity the distinguished demo
cratie governor elect—Col. Bigler—will not grant a pa:-
don, certainly not sooner than to auy other offender. The
sinigle instance, or rather excoption, 1o which the gentle-
man has referred, proves nothing against the oikér lacta
of the case,  He mighl ns wrllnﬁue cited any other case




